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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 083361 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:ELTN, EAID, BC 

SUBJECT:PRIORITIES FOR USE OF AVAILABLE FY 77 SSA 
FUNDS IN BOTSWANA 

REF: GABORONE 770 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED GOB REQUEST THAT USG REVIEW ITS 
DECISION TO POSTPONE ITS CONSIDERATION OF ASSISTANCE TO 
RAILWAY PROJECT FOR FY 78. 

2. DEPT HAS REVIEWED REQUEST OF GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA 
TO CONSIDER FUNDING RAILWAY PROJECT FROM REPROGRAMMING 
OF FY 77 FUNDS. WE HAVE DETERMINED THAT WE COULD NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 083361 

PREPARE ADEQUATE ANALYSIS FOR REQUIRED AID OR CONGRESSIONAL 
REVIEW OF THIS PROJECT FOR OBLIGATION DURING THIS FISCAL 
YEAR. BECAUSE OF NEED TO REPROGRAM FY 77 FUNDS ON 
URGENT BASIS AND IMMEDIATE REFUGEE REQUIREMENTS, DEPT 
MUST REAFFIRM ITS EARLIER DECISION TO CONSIDER RAILWAY 
PROJECT FOR FY 78 FUNDING. 
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3. ON APRIL 1 1 VAN EGMOND BRIEFED DEPT OFFICIALS ON 
REFUGEE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS BASED ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO 
BOTSWANA, LESOTHO, AND SWAZILAND. HIS EVALUATION LEADS 

DEPT TO CONCLUDE THAT WE SHOULD MOVE TO MEET EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS OF REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA AS A MATTER OF HIGHEST 
PRIORITY. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTED OBTAIN GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA 
CONCURRENCE FOR REPROGRAMMING $7 MILLION BALANCE OF FY 
77 FUNDS FOR REFUGEE PROJECTS OUTLINED BY FARAH REPORT 
OR OTHER GOB REFUGEE RELATED REQUESTS. DEPT PREPARED TO 
ESTABLISH ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ON MOST URGENT BASIS 
FEASIBLE. 

VANCE 
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